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Rafflesia is well known for its Rafflesia is well known for its Rafflesia is well known for its Rafflesia is well known for its 
gigantic size & unpleasant smellgigantic size & unpleasant smellgigantic size & unpleasant smellgigantic size & unpleasant smell



•• FamilyFamily
RafflesiaceaeRafflesiaceae

•• Holoparasitic  Holoparasitic  
flowering plantsflowering plants

•• HostHost-- Tetrastigma Tetrastigma 

(Vitaceae)(Vitaceae)



Presented by:

Endemic to 

West Malesia

Source: Mika, B. et al 2010



Peninsular Peninsular Peninsular Peninsular Peninsular Peninsular Peninsular Peninsular 
MalaysiaMalaysiaMalaysiaMalaysiaMalaysiaMalaysiaMalaysiaMalaysia



Source: Mika, B. et al 2010



Rafflesia Rafflesia of Malaysiaof Malaysia



Four species have been 
described;

1.1.Rafflesia cantleyi Rafflesia cantleyi MeijerMeijer

2.2.Rafflesia azlaniiRafflesia azlanii Latiff et Latiff et 

WongWong

3.3.Rafflesia kerriiRafflesia kerrii MeijerMeijer

4.4.Rafflesia suRafflesia su--meiae meiae 

M.Wong et alM.Wong et al

© Matthew, W.



State of State of State of State of State of State of State of State of 
PERAKPERAK





•Royal Belum State Park (RBSP) - a total 
area of 1175 km2 (117,500 ha)
• Totally protected area

• The park lies within Belum Forest 
Reserve (FR), which itself is part of a much 
larger tract of contiguous forest spanning 
4000 km2 (400,000 ha), known as the 

Belum-Temengor-Stong Forest Complex 
(BTSFC).





History Rafflesia in Belum-Temenggor

• H.N.Ridley- A Scientific Expedition to 
Temengoh July 1909

“ RafflesiaRafflesiaRafflesiaRafflesia we found in flower in the woods at Kuala Temengoh 

and at the upper camp at Ulu Temengoh. I had never seen 

fully opened flowers of any species of RafflesiaRafflesiaRafflesiaRafflesia before, though 

it appears to be common in some parts of Perak, the Malays 

collecting it for medicine. It is a most wonderful object with its 

bright red petals ornamented with irregular raised white 

bosses. The scent was not strong, a faint odpur of 

Amophophallus, something like a decaying animal. Only two 

flower were seen.”
-Ridley 1909-””Rafflesia hasseltiiRafflesia hasseltii””

was one of his finding was one of his finding 

in Temenggor Forestin Temenggor Forest

Director of Gardens and Forests, Director of Gardens and Forests, 

S.S. (1888S.S. (1888--1900), Director of 1900), Director of 

Singapore Botanic Gardens (1901Singapore Botanic Gardens (1901--

1912)1912). ““MadMad”” Ridley is famous for Ridley is famous for 

his passion on para rubber (his passion on para rubber (Hevea Hevea 

brasilensisbrasilensis) introduction to Malaya) introduction to Malaya



Type specimen of 
Rafflesia cantleyi
Solms-Laubach



BELUMBELUM--TEMENGGOR FORESTTEMENGGOR FOREST

as  the refugia for as  the refugia for RafflesiaRafflesia

““““The two forest reserves known as BelumThe two forest reserves known as BelumThe two forest reserves known as BelumThe two forest reserves known as Belum----Temenggor are an extensive area Temenggor are an extensive area Temenggor are an extensive area Temenggor are an extensive area 
that will make a huge difference to conservation in northern Perthat will make a huge difference to conservation in northern Perthat will make a huge difference to conservation in northern Perthat will make a huge difference to conservation in northern Perakakakak””””



1.1.DistributionDistribution

2.2.The speciesThe species

3.3.PopulationPopulation

4.4.ConservationConservation







1- Pulau Besar 

2- Sg. Dok

3- Sg. Chuweh

4- Kiroi

5- Sg. Halong

6- Sg. Kenyer

7- Kg. Chiong

8- Sg. Tebang

9- Sg. Cap

10- Kelaweh 

11- Sg. Ruok

12- Sg. Gadong

13- Sg. Tan Hain 

14- Sg. Selantan 

15- Sg. Kejar

16- Belum Lama

17- Sg. Kenarong







Rafflesia kerrii Rafflesia kerrii 



Rafflesia cantleyi Rafflesia cantleyi 
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Rafflesia azlanii Rafflesia azlanii 



Rafflesia cantleyi Rafflesia cantleyi 



Rafflesia kerriiRafflesia kerrii



UknownUknown

Rafflesia azlanii Rafflesia azlanii 

Rafflesia cantleyiRafflesia cantleyi

Rafflesia kerrii Rafflesia kerrii 
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Kiroi
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Locality 6- Sg. Kenyer
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Populatio
n

Number of 
Buds

Sex Status*

1 6 Male & Female Active
2 25 Male Dynamic

3 3 Male Active
4 2 Male Active
5 - Male Dormant

6 2 Male Active
7 9 Male Dynamic

8 8 Male Dynamic
9 10 Male Active

10 7 Female Active

11 8 Male Active
12 3 Male Active

13 20 Male Active
14 1 Male Active
15 10 Male Active

16 3 Male Active
17 4 Female Active

18 2 Male Active
19 - Host Dormant
20 60 Male Dynamic

21 2 Female Active
22 3 Female Active

23 3 Male Active
24 7 Male Active

* Status: 
Active : The population has one stage of bud growth only
Dynamic : The population has all stage of bud/ flower growth
Dormant : The population only has host with many scars and no new buds found 



Photo, 
bud, 
bunga,
reput





10 Rafflesia population 
(Nurnida, M.K. 2007)



Rafflesia azlanii Rafflesia azlanii 















•• Amazing wonder of natureAmazing wonder of nature

•• All the three species occur  All the three species occur  

in the Belumin the Belum--Temenggor FRTemenggor FR

•• The richest locality of  The richest locality of  

RafflesiaRafflesia species in Peninsular  species in Peninsular  

MalaysiaMalaysia

•• The critical conservation  The critical conservation  

importanceimportance

•• Potential for ecotourismPotential for ecotourism



Copyright NoticeCopyright Notice

All images in this presentation are copyrighted.

These photographs are meant for presentation in this seminar. No

parts of these images shall be copied to, transfer or kept in other 

storage devices, electronics or printed or for published works 

without written permission from us. No images are allowed to be 

posted into the Internet for whatever reasons or excuse, be it 

educational or commercial. 

Please email at sitimunirah@frim.gov.my for queries regarding 

these images 

Thank you.
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